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LONG BEACH, CA - Charles A. Gillespie III, a Long Beach native and 
diplomat who opened the first American embassy in Grenada, died from 
prostate cancer earlier this month at Scripps Memorial Hospital in La 
Jolla. He was 72.

Gillespie, who went by "Tony," also served as the ambassador to Colombia 
and Chile. During his 30-year career in foreign service, he was a 
specialist in Caribbean and Latin American affairs.

Gillespie was in Grenada during the American invasion in 1983 and in 
Colombia from 1985 to 1988 during a crackdown on cocaine trafficking. He 
was the ambassador to Chile from 1988 to 1991 during the last years of 
Augusto Pinochet's regime.

Saturday would have been Gillespie's 73rd birthday. He was born in Long 
Beach in 1935, graduated from St. Anthony High School and is a member of 
St. Anthony's Hall of Fame.

Gillespie graduated from UCLA in 1958 and also studied at Syracuse 
University's Maxwell School of Public Affairs and at the National War 
College in Washington.

His son, Charles Gillespie IV, says that some of the lessons his father 
taught him applied to both his personal and professional lives.

"One thing that he impressed upon me and my sister is that the people 
who work for you are so important and you have to care for them," 
Gillespie IV said. "If the people who work for you are successful, then 
you will be successful."

Gillespie IV says he maintains that philosophy as the president and 
chief operating officer of Semantic Research Inc., based in San Diego. 
His sister, Kristin, also lives in San Diego and is a vice president for 
Sony Corp.

Gillespie's wife of 45 years, Vivian Havens, died in 2003. He is 
survived by Charles and Kristin and three grandchildren, 12-year-old 
Anthony, 11-year-old Alexander and 5-year-old Aidan Staszak Gillespie.

Gillespie battled prostate cancer for the past six years and died on 
March 7.

A memorial service is scheduled for April 8 at the Church of the 
Covenant in Arlington, Va.
